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T.E. Sundad 

i n  tho wodd, and ri@Wy ec . It llaa d v e d  unabated through centu- 

tP it. The rotnilfihg intcniepepldonco MU)= castes was gonddomd as 

the basis for the 8hkUIty of the aystm as a functionally b t e , m t e d  

whale, iY 

Wo are not mkbg a reviw of  U t o r a t u r e  in t h o  foil- prizes, 
but attea- to tmco tho main t r d a  in odor to phco the a k d y  
in i t s  context, 

y b d a l o g l s t s  l i k o  kliaer, E.L. h c h ,  L. Dunont, Ii.3l.Sdnivas and 
K.1. Zshwaran are propononta of t h i s  XLW. 



T b  -0 dgdfioance of the system has been deacx5bed aa that 

of eliminatdng oompetition ambarg workers and constitrsthg a hrm6nioue 

of acobnge rehthmMp8 betwea~ the difforenf onstas in the Mra- 

The Iimitationa of Bueh studid$ a& s e v e ~ .  First of a, their 
conception -of. traditional Indian village i s  as  a c o h t - j r  of pea8ante 

vorldng on land, dcmg.yith . mLagrarisa . groups of ~X-LISZ~~L; a1.3 other 
j. 

u p e c L d K d t 8 ; ~  oorlld t b m f o m  only b k e  place betre- cultivators 

,aid armdoe c d t i e s ,  and fibrefore there was recipx~cii;y in the 

r d a t & o ~ b i : ~ r ,  Theg f a i3  to..take. into account the diff  mmt&xion .dthiu 

Seo-y, .the context in which caste eystm oyr-  . -, i.: averlookod. . . .. . , 

influmae on the agrarian stxucture and production proccis, li.,s rmeived . . 
little aftantion. &reaver, there is ~t t le  attempt m6.c in 

conditions of plroduction. !v 

y T.O. Beidlesn (1%8)is an exception. Ile calls  the &~jlsrA. aptam 
emploitative, and hsod on unequel. ownership 6f land whereby the 
W e d  yppeyetea  could comrmnd the services and p d u c t s  of the 
l a d l e s s  lower casteri. 



~aomists ,  on the other hand, have i n  general tended t o  ignore fib 

influence of caste etructure i n  t h e i r  atudies of the run1 economy; and 

this includoa some af tho most camprehemeive a t d i e s  in 'recent t i m a  

prpviding.new inei&ta info the structure of the mfal malkete'. The 

study of interlinkage8 of land, labour and credit miprketa by Euxlra and 

Bardhan (1$78), f o r  example, has pointed out the'chnging relationaMp 

between tenants, labourers and landownere; but they have nowhere made 

o v a  a mention of how h a t e  dirkions wbidh &i ths past deterndned an 

i n d i d d u a l l  s relation t o  the pmduction pmcesir, have s d e d  of@ete# 
.- 

this process. igain, i n  the i r  study of the ~akioua types of labour 

attachments in  West Brmgel F d n r  &d'&&wn a b e d  a t  'Cmderstanding 

production relatiofis in agriculture and the nature of s e p e n t a b n  of . 

lcbour @rket: the  caste factor which bas beem f 0 . a  to be one of the 

main dutenninanf aY deciding w h i c h  section of labourers i d  attached, 

. has been overlooked. A recmt  a r t i c l e s /  hmmr, men- 

tions casto a s  ono of the factors influencing the ba- power of 

The above studies by R d n r  and &rrdhan have quite r ightly t d e d  to 

r3lute the work contracts b the-material cpxiitions' of production in 

.a K U n g e  such a s 1 10vd. of advancement' , but the factom considered 

sccxel to bo insufficierrt . Tho bample villages- &os& a m  f ron vafious 

Lictr icts ,  in which cropping p t t b r n  and intensity, proportion of agrl- 

wlk=ral labourers relative t o  cultivated area,and avai labi l i ty  of 



in do- thoir bargaining strczg$:, ani; hewe tbb 
baa . 

~ 2 s i b i l i t y  6 0- W a l r s t ~  1 b3or ~ ~ ~ L ~ f e d  out .by a o s e  ~~uthors; . 



tho hold of landowners wer  them. According to IhrAs: however 

"a Slimng senee of caste identity nay cut across, or it may +;and to 

upon the prt icdar  local eitmtion an6 upon the structural positions 

of c i s h e  w i t h j n  the local hierarehias. Eut in any event, atrmC1.-th of 

the caste identity is liable to be inimical to the davolopmt r &CEI~ 

Although these etudiee have doubtwQv arlvanced our understan- 

ding of the pmblam, t h y  do not ~x.bvide anwoe  to several vital 

queetions . 
(a) &t accounts for the resilience of tho caate aystm. 7 

i s  it detemined irrespective of material conditions of 

pmduation and bw6lopont.sf -pmcl&ctive f ones ? 

(b) &t are the apocific wap in which caete plays a divi- 

.sive or uniting 2013 mong tho r&l' hbourer*? 1; it only 

a t  the lewd. of caisciouaneaa (se the above s t ~ i e s  tend to 

aha),  or aro t h a n  concrete ways in which caste is enmeshad 

3n W O P ~  arW~3nts botween 3abourrtrs and Inndamsrs? ' 

Our s L 1 . a  i~ a moc;~st attempt t o  seek answer8 for some of thoae 

questions. (hp grmisosare tkat i: caste divieians alrmdy exieting 

in socioJcy, c c d d  prov.: r. us& livisive force in the h2 . s  of eqiLoyur8 

i n  koapirq tllz 3~nc50ur forco d i v i ~ e d ,  ~ i )  the wey i n  which casbe i s  t h e  



Til3 i i v i s i m  of a m i o t y  ink a s f e e  h a  affozted unecpd fi.+ts 

t o  M end ohm of 2rdu~o  ths & f e m t  gnmps, withbstif~~iAM'L 

b e .  &an2 bes t  ca&w wMeh bc,p~ t&lj,tbxaUy bean d e d .  

veci of r'lght to wn er loase4.n la&, *hre existed eul,tu~~U. escgtewa 

of a a 8 a Z t l ~ n t a p d  piua in %he laboPr -6.' Rds w verb fa 

the of -s;s w b ~  UOUI& be l a  a piU to ! . e q  t h i s  

labour sspWted fmn t2m regt a d  set M r  w- j r ~ ~ ~ v o  of 

that of tho otho~o, %vcn tho stn?eturo of Wbour O d  vhe*W -0 



large number of rUUgee +kt ~0dl.d give a comprehensive picturn of a 

regian w e r c  pmposod to be wvered. This wodd also afford analysis 

of intar4Jlage varfaUans in the mle of oaate in rdlation to the caete 

Factars such a8 ampping pattern and inteneity, arrrtent af irriga- 

qp%cultuml laburare ~ ~ ~ v e  td cultivated area inflamnce labour 

8uppls, and these matorial ditiok of production could p 3 y  a onrcial 

mlo Sn dotombing the bar- strength of labourers. The in. 1-e. 

of mste canflguration of a U g e  is s;.k3;.cZ % the bo ir~?~F .c  .---..-- s 2 .3 t  by 

thase facfore. fFULagae .~hero  nuterial conditions viry d~z~.3t.imUy 
the . 

nay fM diffemmcos in tho wagl'caste factor is opemt*, both in 

nature a d  &ant, For exeq10, a single cm? zLlla.5~ wf tll. :-r .; dcmnd 

for hbour would have, no need to emloit caste &i I i ef m e  to &St =.cf 

--- Jo er?.; ?- -:. :.': %fb labour, whoraas an intensively cropped vilL:,--  .*.. .. .... .. .. . -_.- 
these &ve siniU1: caste confiaurations !be tn;?S;t:: are t? tke  -13 

in fhe different O g e o  w d  have 59 bo umlers*aod 

in rJlaDion t;a these factors.. 



Tho specific cbjectivca of tho stuly woro outUn& aa folldda, . 

.rith tho nbovo con&dom.tiom in d m ;  

ii) to *to variations in the rbovo, acmas v i 3 1 a p s y  to 

(b) &*foror.cea in mtsriel oorditions of p h c t i o n .  

a t i  cs of villages Wt war0 *.on into considoxatdon wore cu l o l l cm.  



The choice of Pil3agos being restriated to a f aluk of fairly 

i n  the d e n t  of use of high fielding varieties, chemicaL fertilisers 

variables alono - the proportion of agdcultural labourers/cultivated 

aoro (si), the type and '&nber of a m p s  (C.),8( ylda gki scqhameat 
J 

of d d y  (q), the numbor of tank irr igated harvests (TI), and location 

w i t h  respect t o  a l tcnat in  sources of employment. (Ip) 

The choice of tha initial set of five villages was done in the 

following way. Ihta on all the above chamctgristics waa available 

for a gmup of thirty v i l l agos  (not randomly chosen), andl these,villagea 

ware organisad into a matrix M 

Z/ Only two groups of bastes wan made, schedtlled castes m one hand, 
and clubbing dl other cast= tcgethor on the socod, because a) 
ttisre are hamy any'highl caato members - Brahmine & -trips, 
b) scheduld castos are nearly 50s of houoelmlei - a& d l  'other' 
castes are noarly the same Jn the hiemrchy ,of +sat;e. 

B/ T k  oxtent of arm cultivated with each of these cmps for a l l  the 
6 l l a g s s  could not be obtained, and honce this crude w m s m .  



oolircoz 02 ooploymnt. k j  . . . . colmn would wntcin rrLulges of the 

groups in t:u ;,lams, was choson f mm each villnge, d a - e y  



'Tn.aao thirty villagee wore again, oqaniaed into tha mtrlx 1.i. 

Varittiona acroaa d l l a g e a  in  tho naturo and entent of mlo of cast2 ad. 



Wngloput district i s  a f l a t  st* of ccurrtry, b o d e d  on tho oadi 

by the Bay of Bfrn;&l with a corst line of 115 nilss. On tho south it 

adjoids South lircot, on the post North. h o t  a?d Chittoor, ard on thn 

North Ilolloro. 3ituutk about fho middle d its wstcm boundary is 

Ikdnrs City. 



an alternative source, Tho atomic researah centre at Kdpaknm on the 

-st i s  again, a 80UrC8 of* e-oynemt of c a w  10'bOm#m acpecjnll-ly 

-togethsr, another 208. . Shdmim . form lees than 5% of tho p m -  





- - 
WKl~iges WB k. of No. of Tank - M. Iand-Man Prppar- 

paddy -gated paddy/ ratio t i o n  of 
CI.Op8 harvoste aoro wet land 

AWiP-' Paddy, m&, 3 
VO~& Groundnut 

d hbjikhltd  th. lath (678). The populatian and number of i o u c d w 2 . ~ ~  

in each m g e  ie given in Table 2 below : 

Table 2 



The larger vil lagesj- ' -he- Voyalur, M m v d  and Uur consist of 

a nwbr of slllnll settlements. ' y J b 3 ~ l ~  i s  divided into an upper caste 

colonies - Periywzolony,..:wa colony w-d Attangtimi colony. 'Itro of 

the colonies.Jie no* of tho Y, and one, to its south, each of th 

separated fmm the ur by atleast a kilomctre. 

Manamai has four settlements, the comistw of MuWia~, 

&dams and d i f f  e m t  s d c e  communities, .'kzhaniPpakhm exolusivaly of. 

~sickers ,  and '&nameit and tkrgns' colonies of Padyam. The colo- 

kilometre away. 

K5J.u hcs an g& two colonies and a Naicker settlement called 

The distribution of households in  the villages into castes i n  tLe 

f ive villages i s  given below : 

V i l h g e s  T o w  Bm- m a -  u- hi- b &d- ed-9e &do Red- G* 
6 ,  - Uar cker- du ..f;tiar avas vicos jan dy m i  

-I--- - - -~II - I - - - - .  

AninjiWrarai. 113- 12' 8 .  10 9 - 6  2 7 1 8  31 2 



In all VLUages except Bmdnjikkarai, Pamiyam f ~ r m  more fhan sixty . . 

percent of the number of households. The composition of upper 

caste members varies fmm d l a g e  t o  pillage. Muaaliars in Vogalur, 

In the IfLerarchg of . oastea in thoam -8, .Whliars and Reddys 

would rank on top, and Naidua nearly on gar. %dams ad -rank. 

second last rung f xw tha bottom, and Psraiyans rank bottom most. 

the five vil lages *bit  aa extremely high degree of concen- 
and have 

tratian. of Land boldjngsda large. .number of a@cultural labourers. 

11( The ori&n&L group of villages from which these  fivo we-. chosen were not 
representative of the MI&, and had a higher thun usual proportion of 
hari jan lm~seholds .  This &cmw~ts  f o r  tbe situation in theso five 

' 



There i s  cc:lsicIerablt. w.ri..t.tion txh~eon the five v5lIages in the 

percentage of !lousehc16s ?:ldc. are lurdlses (30-75) but jf the first 

two catogorio3 rre conbind to ;':ive tkc number of hous&Ide tha t  have 

t o  neceasarilg depend on a@cult~;ral hbour, the variatio9 is  far less  

( b % 4 5 % ) .  The size of the r iddle groups is smallest in Kilw Md 

largest i n  Aninjikkarai, the latter h a m  no households owning above 

1 0 acres of lad. 

( lh case of land held by noc-rosid ents , nrly total area -could be 
obtained, am? are Given belosr the cultivated area in h c k e t a  ). 

culti- than 1 and 5 5 Aa 10 
vated 7 acre acres acres 
area 

- r r r r r -crr - - - -eLII - -y~-rrrrr  err-*  

*&cept in the case of Voyalur (vlmre .all land held .by,.mp-resid3nto i s  
leased ou*) total operationdl hol&hgs i s  3ot e q d  to to+& culti*- 
ted area. ' k i a  i s  liecause the' land  i s  he16 by ownere. i n  n e i : @ o ~ x g  
villagos who cultivate it directly. 



Distrlbuion of Catbated area into Onerational 
HoldinRs 

AREA IN ACRES OF HOLDINGS 
VxUa$e  Total cult&- Lees than Between Between More than 

vated area* 1 ,  acre 1 and 5, 5and 10 10acres 

*Brcept in the caee of Voyalur (where a U  Iand held by non-residents is 
leased out), total  of operational holdings i s  not equal to total cultivated 
,area, T h i s  i 8  becam the land i s  held by wasrs in neighbouring vil2aga 
who c a t i v a t e  it directly. 

We find that relatSv6I.y few householde awn more than 10 acres of 

land in the other tril3agee as  well.  Kil.ur and knulgvaram have oach two 

hauseholds aJning above 10 acres, but while i n  Anmgmmm this-oomxbbs 

of holdings of 11 acres and 30 acres respectively, in Kilur the status 
a 

of the two major landowners i s  markedly different, one o w n ~ m o r e  13 

acres while the other, 85: acme in all. 

In bnamai five of he! seven large landawnera are part of the same 

e x t d e d  family and control between them 325 acres of land in *e village. 

A similar sitlation exists in Voyalur, where all landowners awning above 

? 0 acres belonging to two family g m p s .  



The concentration in the distribution of cultimted land is niost 

acute in Kilw - a single owner accomting for one third of it. ihnami 

follows suit, w i t h  2.77% of the number or 2.auseholds owning 47% of tlic 

land between t h e m .  Voyalur . . a d  Amqprarn rank next but the concaitra- 
. . 

t ion could be said t o  be the leaat in Amix~jikkarai aince almost f a r  tins 
/ 

. ae much land as owned by %he 5-10 acres laldholding sise gmup i s  

h a d  by abut thirty households belonging to  the ne ighbour i~  v i l l i q o s  

(and cultiwting it w i t h  labow drawn fmm their respective villages). 

Qaste and Iandowners2.li32 

The -positions of diffexknt castes in the ca& and ecommic I;j8ri&y 

are marly congment 'in dl the f ive  villages. Xe~ertheless, class =fo- 

rentiatibn can be observed among. tho Paraiyans, an3 t h e j  h5ddle'castaa . . '  
( in  tho local hierarchy) also constitute a s i ,d icant  propomon of 

a g r i c d t d  labourers; so thet tho& is :lo longer a s tr ic t  c o ~ ~ & m o .  

Tables 5, 5b and 5c below give a dotuiled account of the i l istri-  

M i o n  of landholdings between castes, the casto coqo85tion of the dirys- 

rent ' l and i~ ld in~  group and dictribution of land ?&thin each casta in 

the five villages. 





Bminji- 0 - - '33i.3 '37;5..*ai0 22.2- -lGQ,... 100 25-0 ' 4.1 - 
kkarai . .. 

4 1 - 33.3 - ' -  - I , .  - - - -. - 





Caste Codes : 7: Bmbmtn 2:'MuhUar 



The overall status of Partiips is the loweet in the hiemrchy, 

but while in two of the vil lages not a eingle hmiyan houeehold 

while in hnad.,- b o  ParsiyM f e  am mom than 10 acres of land, 

the eortent of one of these holdings being 40 acres of drg land. 

Coming now to each landholding d m  gmupe in the villpges, w e  

find that in Anmgmma and Voyalur, those below '1 .acre holding 'consist. 

-V#V of while in the other villages bcth P h r a i ~ a r ~  sad 

other ,castes 'constitute their ranks. But a s ment ioned  earlier, in WW,, 

Manamai and Vogalur, the Pareiyans uere themselvee difforyrr.rlated cspe- 

w ciallly Ja the laat  two cases. 

in'-@='-# 72% of the cultivated area owned by Naidus. in Arrdn jikhrai 

Pamiyam i s  also significant - 36%, 35% and 27% of ctiltimtod a m ,  as a 

re&t of their nmerousness, though the avemge ~izo of their hddings 

is alreo8-t insignificant when compared w i t h  that of the other czstes. 



I. LBBOUit AfiWLNernS: - A $o&onr of armngemmts for labour 

between J.aboumrs and iYdowners were foMd in tho five villages, known 

by different names and varyFng f r o m  eachrcther in one or mom aspects. 

Phe' labur arrangements could be bmadly classified into three typS, 

(a) attached 

(b) partially attached, and 

(c) casual. 

a )  Attached-labour contracts : . Four of the five villages had ottachod 

labourers of one type or more - known by the mr~es f%dialn, "Suva~i,~~ 

swasis as w e l l .  IUur had oriy m e i s ,  Snm~ram, si~cwOndulrararr: 

and Aminjikkarai, koottuppayirkarara. 

which they belong (which reprcsonta their capaci-t;y to troll< 1 but mrrid 

taker. to cash payment, but in the W e s  of our st&.: Pind wngec 

were still pr~alernt. The periodicity of puyment alsc varies, from 

mnthly to every crop season or annually. T b  padials arc, in adeikion 



rates 'art 12 mimdbJ.8 (76.8 kga. I, and 5.8 mraktrals. Qdldran between I 0 
\ 

anJ 15 years were paid between 2 and 5 msral&t42s i n  btb -8, ~ m d -  

grass, ooUeoUng flu, cleaning the cowsheds, milking the cows, 

making dung cakes for R.ral and amdng.ernmds for  the fandotme&. 

This n-eqsarlJg m a m a  that in practice, the p d h l a  wife daoa all. +Jw 

n o n e a u l t w a l  work mquimd of h.Lm for  no additional paymont. Beddeo 

theso, in Voyalur the padial's wife i s  a b o  expected to do weeding,  trans-, 

planting and hameating in the landowner's f ie lds  a s  part of ti- padialla 

A l l  padials descflbed above are Pamiyam. In Vowlw we c a m  
* 

across .a Naicker padial, thg only one i n  tho village, but he described 
, . 

his work as  Uaupemlmxyfl, not involvingactutl manual labour, but con- 

labour and the msponsibility for  

getting jobs done and was paid Rs.15 per month in additioli to tho 12 

marakltals of paddy received by the other padiaJ.0. Ih fact, he a joy& 

a total ly  different status from the rest, with free entry into tho 

landowner's house an3 as his confidante. 



Igdi.ds arc op.3~ e q l o p d  by tilo hrgest 1.21do~rers in the-vil&e - 
in both Von1u.r and '&-mi., those haugan to mini:,. i2:e N&.lizr 

families . 
The padW s y s t a i  seem to have vndorgone hpor t a r i t  clt.~@s in thc 

past few decades. ? k i l o  in tha p s t  a padiirl,was a t k c h d  to a landowner's 

fandlyqamost -indefinitay,: 3&ir4Z him while he can  an^! en joying the 

l a t t e r f  s patronage in his old ake, today n pidial is mployed. f o r  a t l e a s t  

four or five y&rs till hecl&rs  his debts, and is replaced by another. 

The labourers - say t h ~ t  tfi&ugh the insecurity ir.t iroducsd, the Zndovnoro 
I .  

n? make sure tha t  labourers %onft take adrmtageli. .~n,?re Is r d s c  tilo 

feeling among labourers 'that the 

of the pa;dial System have ceased 

T I T ~  tiwasif system : Ihi~ is 
' .b 

rpe3lt arrangements a m  ljsually either-of' % h s u  t w o :  & )  the 13b0umr t&t?:: 

addition, a fnonthly payment in kin6. 

greater part of t h e  year. 



The swaai 's  wife i s  required to do domestic chores for the 

landovnerts household, but vhem .he does a&c\rltul'al labur, i s  

awsge IPedeaeol~a nt(w b a s  prevailing casual wages ) .  

permanace of the contract, (soane auv8aj.q even being given f t as a 

t e m t e d  at wiU by the &ndcnmer aft& a couple of yoare. 

' ~ h e m t - :  1 This is very similar to the t suvasi' system; 

with better terms of payment. The laboumr ta)ree all the produae fmm 

Xis allotment, and &p ad&- is p a i d  5-7 mamkkals of paddy per 

month i n  addition to being ,given gruel. twice a day. The 1 aixuveduWcarad e 

work obligations are excatsy those of the srarasiis. 

This type of attachment was found only . in . Arungunram. It iei 

t ha t  in this particular village the tenas of payment have impmed. 

Tho proportiion of labourern doing sinmedu is bowever low, compared 

t o  thaw aemi~ttached or casml labour. 

more than ten acres of bnd. 



Tho t koottuom~rl s~stem : ' Koottuppayirf actually near?3 joint  culti- 

vation, and perhaps stood for some kind of trmurial. nrm.gome~t i n  

earlier t b s .  Today it is a form of attached ~t?.'murwith the least 

security v a q h a  types of 'wage payment; a m  ob01v&d in this context. 

The labouw enjoys produce of the allotmat, but mither receivgn 

gruel twice a day or n ton th l i  kM payment in pacidy. lie does all tho 

work e~rpocted of a swasi, inc;Luding recruitment of labour, for Samba 
- .  

and Namrai sasons. In the somvari soason, he i s  fr& t o  work for 

any other enploycr. 

this was the most suitable arrangement for villages l ike  theirs. w~urc  L h m  

are only two paddy crops. Thore i s  not sufficient. work the year roue 

to koap . a full time servant engaga3 h, nrri hence p a d i d s  or suvacis 

T u g  q'st em m r i e o  fmm athched labour in the foUowing ways. 

in t h i s  caao &so the labourom are given a land allotmat by th 

landoitner, t h ~  labourers are not fiU-tine sorvants but am orily 

required to 1abou" in the landownerf s fields whaever additionnl kardn 



Their tern of payment are also diffmnt,  Whenever they do agri- 

cultural labour for the landowner, they are paid some nominal wages, 

always lese than the p r e v d l h g  wagedates for c a a u  labow. The 

labo&wla fandLy i~ 4 m  eocpeotd to give fir* priority bo the land- 

m r s  labour dmnds. The labourer has to pay either a fixed qwtj.~ 

of grab or a share of the produce on the allotment to tho landowner. 

to at  least half the produce on the allotment every hamest, 

The use of plough W o c b  of the lardamor, which the allotmSrrt 

m e -  of %ttachedo cafegory enjoy, i s  however, not op_en to these 

i p a r b l l y  attachedt labourers ; and interest of about 10% per month 5.6 

charged by the landowner on any advances given to them. The d m -  

of their re~enue was g~klly one 'y=w, but Q-3 - be juat one 

crop ~ a a o n ,  

according to the natqre of irrigation on tho allotment. In WJ,ur, 

the L a b o m d h d  to  pay a share of produce in the Samba segson when pm- 
I 

ductivity is highest of the three sog&ns, and in the Navarai when the 

mop was subject t o  gmdter risks (due to uncertainity of irrigation), 

a fht 1 marakkal (6.4 kgs. ) per cent of iitlotmcnt had to be paid. 

In Aurungumam it waa the &her way around - fixed grain payment in 

Samba and share of produce in NaMrai, an arrango~ient of greater a m -  

tage t o  labourers. 



and landownem. "!b lsbonrers entoring this kind of arrangement nro 

again, palmiyons a d '  t o  them the relative irr?c.pondor.co assurcd by such 
. 

a c0ntmc.t .(cqqmrd tc, attached hbo-rul) rake it mom attractive. B 

fac t ,  they consider it wen better than m s d  labur, ind their status 

t o  be tha t  of ' t m n t s l  . They ca l l  tho  contract 'mraml or  tku thga i l  

i . o . , share and f ixd rent t-cies, and o d y  when some probing was Qnu 

on the conditions of work Oid'the ac tu i l  nature of the contract &came 
ago 

clear. Pariayans one geriera.tion~wero not permitted t o  lease-in land 

and therefore tbey do, not a& 'b rdn? the eOditiomJ- strings attached 

when some land is ';mnted-butn ,*em i n  the pres&t-clay. 

me& were all . the biggest landowners the villnge owning more than 

10 acres a t  least.mil the  size of each plot  never a x c e d k  59-cmts. 
i . 

without incurring tho costs of providing foo t  .thmvhou< &3 y a r  "7 

crop season. 

Inspite of complaints like %riy stmu f0.r bullocks rcmim, aC;w 

all is paid", there i s  s t i f f  cornpotition amng praiyan kkurcrs t o  

ontor into such partially at tachdl  lsbour contracts. T ~ J ~ s  m y  be 

because i n  addition t o  t he i r  ccweted status as ' tcWts\ it r . 1 ~  

asaures them wage-eqiloymmt a lbe i t  at lower wages. 



Table 6 

A l l  agri'cultu-al wo* 
i n  the  landowner's . 
f i d d s .  throughout tllo 
yoar, an6 a range of 
dc:.iestic: chores - c l e -  
ning cowsheki, g r a w  
cat t lz ,   collect^ fire- 
w a d ,  running errax?. r. 
In &me cases wife has 
t o  do ag r i ca tu ra l  work 
free, otherwise f a m i l y  
m d y  iloes Lomestic 
work free, agricultural 
work-for pymont. 

k xonthly pay- 
ment in kid 
m g i n g  fror! 
8-12 m W d k  
of paddy (51 .2- 
76.8 kg". ) nnci 

-two tiries gruel 

Advances 
aven in- 
torest 
free. Gifts 
of clothirg 
every year. 

A t o u t  
four o r  
Sive 
yeam 

. . 3. ' siiuvedu Sum& as smsi  ' . Produce f m n  Same a s  ~~aximun 
30 centg land. sswaai , of four 
a l l o t m n t  hnA a o r  five 
rionthly payment Wrs 
i n  kin6 of 5-7 
m a w s  (31- 
44.8 kgs..) of 
Paddy, and g r u e l  
twice' a day , 

--------L-~-...-- . - ---.-------- 
. . '  

I. Koottupayir Same ' a s above, ex- Prochce f I& ~ar:& as %nu? 
cept t-hat work i g  . 30 cents of above a s  abwe 
required t o  be done l~crid allotment. 
only for Samba. an2 No food, or ,pay- 
N m r a i  seasons. ment in kbd. 



Table- 6 (contd.. ) 
----C-& . I Y C - C - . . - U . I d L C l U I . c - . - ~ - L I I . " . . . . . . - - . L L . I . L 1 I I  

Contmct tkrk oblig~tio~s F? .I. ~3 ma ~f i ,  2 i..u:ir,? 
. . pz.;~:!ent be-~ez'its vf'. .;..?tplsct, 

L I I I I Y  ---0-L- ---- U I  

5 Parti- &@red to do a@- 'kcas @.n-. r : g i . i ~ -  k.hranctts A :i i' 

&ached cultural wofi for tuna mr3E ir d o ~ e  gimm CD 
' .&*I 7 ,,- 

,-* 8 

labour the landowner uha- .. is ~ i e ; ' ~  .~.~,-..le. 1 . 00 W- h* b;,t cu. 
be c * ~ . ~ .  

ever the 'latter or 1.6 kgo. helow xSt of ,r,, .- 
requires. Carrncrt prevzilirig va(?;e about 1 Ch 3-S: 2. 
worlr for anyone ratea. Giver; at , lotp~ r,dcctecl mon*.h, 
else. ' &lily ah0 ment of bet.30-50 from za?muw 
expected to give cento. krlotmr pp , ,p, 
just  -p%orci't.Y to e)50Soq57$of  sbrein 
the landowner's . pm6t.y c~n 3ind to the haproat 
labur. demards. l~nclcmer hw- 

vest accorr'd.?.? to 
whether h 1 d .  i s  
tank or tube-!.-dl 
irristecl o$ n) 6.4 
k 3 .  of p~d+.~r  per 
cent of a&tme& 
mry hamst'. Z i C m  
(a) or (b), <A* (n.1 ' 

'in one cro_o S3socR 
in ( b ) ir, the socoi~t., 
prMi2.s 



of labour, caousl labour i s  by far the m e t  comm~ f om of agricultwal 

labour (Illable 7 above). 

Thare d s t e  cmm in tho CRM Of a m a l  labour, d2Sfemncea in 

systems and types of paymont for the different operations and in =tot 

for the different sexes. In each of these, there are inte-village 

f d o  lvbouruv &e -,curd- so 5a the number of men and women to 
' .. . . 

be employed per.acre. The wage U t h u ~  gets d e t ~ i n o d ,  ard if 

wpge b i l l  is divided between thorn. 

in cases where hcreased work intensity k s  led to poor q d t y  of wo*, 

t h y  have settled for paying very l o w  timo rates. &rkersl preference 

seems to  be' for time rates in most cases, though a f w of t h e m  thought 

'pfec6-rate enabled thorn .to finish . , wo* earlier if they were faat enough. 
- ,  ., .,. , 

Piece-mtes in fact turned out to bo a m y  of fbdng a minimuan produ- 

ctivity,  because workers complained that they were not given additional 

w~gos wen if they compLeted nore work, though they could stop work 

earlier if the minimum work w a s  done bef oro the day dad . 
Both cash and kind wages d s t ,  the latter being paid for hawest. 

T h i s  seem to  be a suitablo arrangement for both partics. 



Table 8 

--------,,--UN----~U . ,- - n- 

VUlaguo .aoligkkrg .~1ucking -. we-- Harvesting 
(4"ifi.u-3*.td> sed-4s and Transport Mon Women 

Tino rato T i m  rato paddy 
r r r - o ~ . ~ - ~ r r - r ~ - ~ I - ~ o - ~ ~ ~ o - r ~ - w I u I l ~ m . . C I I L v - .  

I 

hrin jikAn.m.5. ' 'ns .3 %.3tiw R8,1.5@ 2ni**. 2 m 3  
. rate 



The kicker 

i n  the community - 
who were above then in  'the caste hiern*, or for  ?amiyans wlx, xcra 

6d.w. - . In, addition, NEIiclier landcruno=n ssldom employed Iarnurers f mm 

among paraiyans. 

wonon work on land, they seldoz~ work on mother houoaholfi~ e f i d s  for 

wages. Thus p a y a n  w o w  have v i r t d  mhopoly over work in  the i-ree$:!r:? 

and ' t raTISplanting seasons. 

Both caste and economic factclrs place the hurijan landm.er*s ir. a 

vrllnerablo situation. . Though they account for' bstwem 12% t o  ca higll cs 

36% of the cultivated a m ,  they u s ~ U y  own' less thar. ten acres of P . ~ i 2  

and the ovemgd size of thar holding is less &an 2 acme in ail ccses . 
While tho kicker landownem (who constit* Qang w i t h  kraiyms r. 

pmportion of small landawnera) in. Elur and h m a 5  are ensurd of laho.31" 

fmm tlrdr own caste members, the hmiyans laed owners am pitt& against  

the powerful Mudahm and IJaich whose l z b m  dermancls am frir grater; 

They Pavo themfore to pay hi&r maes especially d w i n e  hnmest, ard 

i n s t a d  cf the usual, noon time gmd, give a decmt meal. In a U  four 

villages whem there were hmiyan Inndownere, harvest mges p a i C  bv 

3mn *a:: between 1-2 rnauwrcs hi41or than prevailing mtes. :'The lu;riown9.r e 

i n  turn try to exploit carte' sontimnts, in  Voyalur and Fhcrmi, f ev::r 

pernors per acm were q l o y w l  by Wen than ie mud.. 



does not ~njo:? it. It smns to be mrm:~ctwl w i % h  tho status (which is 

a resultant of wl .caste a economic Faitions j of tho. ?n&meya 

in the v i lhgo .  

I<uttagai contracts wore more in  Voyalul' - 21- in a l l ,  inc ld ing  

13 Faritiy~ns. This is por?mps axmg the ve?,! few U g o s  where para- 
t 

yrzns lwst4-ir, -~d, and it has bee5 posribla b~cause ~air1.y 50 acres of 

h.nd i n  L ?  v U b g e  ic m o d  by an frbtentee IWiy lardo:..wr who would 

fin4 it to M; advanwe that Parai-yam &re W- tc p y  nuch kighcr 

rcws' thra thc: oth~rs. 



The rents vary w i d e l y  awn between these twenty-one tearants accoxd- 

ing  to tho pawor nnd status of both the leaser and the lessee. 

Caste of 
Tt3n~ixl.t Owner 

Rs .2500/ann.f or  k i d u  
1.3 acres 

576 kgs .lac= ' ' 

(tank irrigated) 
3ladava 

1382 kgs./acre pa. ~aicker 

&lib 01' produce to Pomlyan 
L O .  tube well 
irrlgatod 

50% of produce to  M d u  
LO, tank irrigated 
land 

In Kilur, there was one cnso of K t * * t a q a i  betwoen Naidu landownep 

There is  no cast-&ring in Kuttagai ~mngmmts,  Kutta&.. 

is comideM feasible only in those villages whore three paddy 'crops 

are possible 80 that the tenants can, after p&ng rents hop to  nuke up 

for costs and gain. 



Tenancy contmcta are reportcld to 1mve doclinad vary g mntly 

af ter  tho tcmncy reforms, though thero is no 2ata availnble t o  d c o  a 

compcrison possible. bradownere ehowod a dofinite prefcr enca to "own 

cultivationw with at t~c l~ad  or parti.4l.y attached kbour, and resenrod 

loasinpout for those who w e r e  absentees, w e r e  too old to 4 or workcd ... 

else~hsrs .  Clsssiczl t~lar.cy za p regCbr contract does not seean to  

m%t caste pemestes the labour and lease markets cannot' be disputed. 

sinco unps fcr tkosc armrqements are loder, the average wage level i s  

deprossd. rlutLont:orc, h tho c a s d  laburart o case, caste dotexminos 

tile o:ctcmt d 9ir: qrkt:t krlrl poodLrZlity of finding enployment. 

If *e r; i tcation ci' 2 k d o ~ m r  is cw-sibrd, ham again, attachod 

or prt ir2 ly  Lt+;lckrccl Ldmur met bo employed 'by n Parai~ran. Supply 

of c a s d  h b c w  is wider for an u p s  ? ~ s t c  lanilownor than a Palaiycn. 

Wage 1bvd.s Are inf'luencadby caste and e c a d c  poyer cf the landodor, 

gid~y rise to  the strango aituntion whuro o m a M  diffsrent cas- wage 



The genemlity of these findings and factors influencing vmb-  

tiona M e e n  them could only be deteratLned with information about a 

much largor set of villages, w h i c h  was the n& a w e  of the etudy. 

Ruipped by the first stage of the stdy with d e w s  of the 

a)  te s t  the gernemlity of obamtiom lllade in the five vi3lage~; 

b) relate the variations in the nature and extent of the affecava 
role of caste acmaa O g e m ,  to then caateehse- O O P f ~ t i l . n a  

and mte- corditions of pmduction, with a r a n d o m  sample of 
a r t y  villages from Qain&eput taluk. 

The sample villages served to give ri picture of the Muk as a 

in & lh -gee, and 15 of the 30 vUbgea hnd' e i t h r  tractors or 

power-tillers . The main crop. i s  paddy, ragi and groundnut are alm 

grown either ae a third crap or in the d r y  lands, ?ve=3 net The proportion of agricultuX%tl laboumra per unit cul-t area saxtd 
yield of paddy per acm &rid f m  1728 kgs. to 2880 kg$verg g-uy. 
(0.5 t o  4.8 ) aomea the Wrty U g e s  and so did the pmporUon 
of land ,area contmlled by the top 1% of .the pap-tion (0,l to 0.8). 

Para2yana amount for 53,8$ of the households i n  these vi33ngos 

41.3& of the households a m  landless, and a further 18.88% own 

less than an ach of land. Only 4% of the households own noro than 10 

acres of land, 



of those owning above 10 acres, ac well .  IiuCaliaro,  Yaic~113 and f d d j j  
-holds 

' together constitute 36% of the h0us~crwni.q~ ~ b v c  1 C CicrcG ~f lmd.  

groups. 
Tcblo 10 

kindholding . Iru-?lcss Ikxs than . .l-5 'azrm 5-1C' acres i ~ r e  tk= 
size gmups 1 ncrc l o  ac33 

Table 1;1 b n l w  :+vet the  distfibution of villages according to caste- 



Table 11 

Caste- 
Chas 
Configuration K1 5 4 K 5 % 7 ' %  Total  

No. of vil lages 2 8 4 2 4 2 6 2 3 0  

K1 is the case of complete cmtpwmco o f c a s t e  and class divisions, with 

labowers belonging to scheduled a s t e  and landowners belonging 

to  upper a s t e e .  % and % are cases where there i s  a aingle,d;tff-- 

t i a ~  caste in the villages, the: first of these K., coneis- of 

Naickers and % of scheduled casteo. % i s  the case where hall jans 

are class &., agdcultural labourers, but. .the other oaste group 

is higuy differentiated, 80.  tha* agricultuxal labourers are'cut acmss 
. ... .. . .  . .. . 

by caste lines, 5 and K are situations where though a l l  labourers 
5 .  , .. . 

C U ~  acrosa caste l ine s  a; w e l l .  



Caste* 

5 acres-10 acres - 11.51 u.57 838 0.82 2.96 0.49 22.51 2.8 1 .31 3-61 1 N  

(b ) =nrz status of each caste P- (~ercmta~cs) 

than 37.5 10:14 21.22 1$.5$ 33.33 15.12 26.76 17.7C - 36.? 16.r' 1 acre 

a'reto 62.5 50.(X,30.%19.R 27.77 56.S 16.90 24.27 - @.3'78.0 5 acres 
5 acres to  
W mres - 27-60 11.48 34.46 13.88 10.47 L.23 3.56 32.7 7.34 26.C 



Iabour and lease contracts : Of .the 30 v i l l a p s ,  the attached labour 

system exists  in  23. I* i s  absence in all the s-ix dl-Naicker villages, 

and in one of the two villages where thore is  congruence between 

&&e. a i ~  c h s  8 .  Nearly all attachad labourers are paraixns* while 

there were al& three '$uperpisorynpadi.als. - .  

Of the 23, 14 had only pdial system, 8 pdizrl  a& nntasi sysi;onB, 

anci 1, S t d i ~ . l ,  swasi and koottuppafir systems. 

%xen 5elov ere the different systems of payment and toms of work 

ir. attached h30w, and their distribut5on across villagee. 

Variation8 in. Attached Iabour Contract8 

No. of 
villages 

SAUIAXI a) 12 maraWcals AgricultunJ. and. non-. 3 
%ntliLy ppl?nt - marrid adults agr icatuml  work by 
is Erkd (wd.dy) 6-8 nrrmkktil8 - pidial,  family t o  do 

others domestic labour unpaid, 
2 t i n e s  p;ml but paid for  agricul tural  

labour 
1 C. marakkals - 
married adults 

6 mrakkds for  
others 

2 times gruel 
-do- 

8 naraUrals and 
2 t i m e s g r l l d .  Agricultural and other 

work ority by padial. 
Family paid for any work 
done. 

Others 5-7 narakkdls 
according to age 
and work done 
2 times p e l  



Periodicity a d  'Vagos 
Type 02 payment 

do- 



Every hzr.rast in 
kind 

ProGuce f r o m  a l l o t -  
iamt of about 30 
cents 

Agricultural zn6 non- 4 
agriculturtrl chbros 
f o r  ~d owner. . 
bcn i i t  labour. If 
family works, paymat 
is mado 

30 c a t s  and arnthly 
paylent of. aboct 5-7 
mrakkals 

. I 
krcc? i.?.co from al lot-  
ncnt of 30 cats 40- 
&tor paying 36 mara- 
Xkalc to M o w n e r  

25?; of produce from same as above 1 
39 c mt rr d lo tnen t ,  only for SanbE. and 
h k s  w e l l  irrip.ted b m r a i  seasons 



a t t c w  
-~;~---~-~-~--~-~DvL~cuc~--uLII~--wIICHIZII w 

Mo. of v i l k g e a  10 7 4 3 ' 5 ,  1 
r n r r r r - - - - - - - - r r - - - - - -  

A s  far,rrs t-cy i s  cancorn&, 18 of tho 30 v i m g e s  h d  some form of 

tenancy. Tho 'varam8 or share-ront t m c y  ma founa in 74 of theso, 

and b t h g a i  it or fixed-mt tenancy exiuts i n  4. 'Vararn' .iFar~s are 

a@, 5d or 67% of the praduca to the hmlot;ncr, depm3*-3 mi type of 

irrigation. Xuttsgd Mn;ed fmm 90 raiLmkk~tle or. d?-y h n d  tb 180 1.1~raW.d.s 

paid in paddy. 

Teaancy contracts in 11 of the 18 7iUziga.j w ,rc botwecn msi:x;m 

of the upper castes. In 2 villages, both ~~~s were i.lari,$am a C  -h 

2 others, harYjan ternants leased- in Ian2 fron ;l>!~r mote ?!.';).~?li~:. 

almost double the ront as thdr upper caste cobterprr*~, bo';t.ea~ 3U 
\ 

360 ~~s of paddy por year. 



below ) : 

12.8 1 
0-0 

Women 

2.4 1 

3.2 8 

4.0 2 

4.8 9 

'h~ -14 of the 30 viLlag08, large landowors of the loc&l. domintLnt caste 

paid lower wages (ranging, from 50 p. - 1 re. in cash and 1.6 be. in kind 

to  the labourers, o r  in the paymat of .Hd, w&s, used c ranllor 

3an hboyrera, the diff orenco f mm preVLjat wwes = n g i n ~  f m n  C.8 le. - 



3.2 kgs. of pzcldy i n  kind and 1 7%. in cash. 'Jlma our darl iar  i'indirigo 
. . 

were r"ound to hcwc wider npplicabil ity. 

&ah, i n  villages where ftlere were both Ndcker d other upper- 

caste lnndcmera (8 villages) Naickers worked d y  i~mong thsaselves * '  

In the tan vilb.ges vhere big ladowners were dl Nciekrs, dreroas 

labolzrors wero 'oath Ndckors g& hari jars, c l m r  pr ior i ty  was given to . . 

the Nai&ers i n  empl0yn:ent;. 

the fom3 cf exploiteti& of the caste factor seem to be 

prosent wer tho ontire arm, w i t h  some variations ' i n  orteht .. . .. 

. . .  
b e t o - C l e q  ~ o r ~ c i 2 ~ ~ t i o n s  end inter-village variations Lr. Iabnrr contracts 

As is t;c, l x  (;xpcted, ViL1Ugus which k~?.d o n l y  one cr-sto group did 

not ?-re my utkchcd hbur. In villages vhsro mri jtins worn a l l  agri- 

c u l t u r d  hburors but thare woro olsa a p i c W x r a 1  labourers of upper- 
a d  

castes, tho %rgost proportion of a t t a c w  partially ad;tached lebourers 

r ? .  h 2 ' d  318~ there was onc variation: vilLagt;.s where big land- . 

ownws wore a l l  I&iclrers l ~ d  relat ively snallor proportion of attached 

labourers than those where .there v o r ~  Walier, Nzidu and b d & j  bndowncrrc. 

To get a bet tcr  idea of the way conditions varied unbr M a  different 

knste-clrisa coeigurations, groups cjf villzlgos controU.eu f o r  various 

c m x r e d  wore a) proportion ofattaclmcl ?4&awcrri/;>;l.rt&Uy akttrchd 



The f oSlowing bxtad trmds could bc dinceratd : 

1 ) Villages (type Kl ) whore all agricultural laibourers aro hri jms 

and all landcwners an, upper &sites bad eoaller extent of attachment 

'or nono a t  dl, a d  the terms of t h i s  contract w e r e  also better both 

i n  wag06 aid b e d i t s  and in wolk obligations. The wages for  cceual 

caste. In villages of this typo the balcnco of 'forces en :YO said tc 

. - recent 2henc;mmon or whether thoy held lan(1. gzants rmde Boue t iqe ijl. ..is; 

of hari jans who held land .had received it rd -yamsn sonotims i r ~  . 
the distant past. had very high fixed m5.h peyment ;4ecuired b.J p m % U j  

attached laburem ant! wages were unifomiLy lower tkrrr.4 Tuduppk'am, 
. . 

Ottivakka and indam' (4 ) ' where br:1 :m, r. 6cm -.c~:xLuJ W~~-.I.:I 

the lsst 25-50 yan+s '&&@.a prqcesn of &%&. :31.. the  ~t im ir.: il 

&mind (%j has attachment i n  more  muno~y.tive tmris, wlEa~iL:: !.dg;ir;l* 



1an;unrers thrn Sahkkan (5). As W o r e ,  Sents'xkm ta8  o. low st?=- 
* 

ing hiatcry of h r i j un  lmdmership in significant mbcrs, but F*1 

face of stiff opposition by uppor x s t e  nabem. 



4 ) Villages 02 type I$, where the hnr j  jam are. a~dcuJtura l  

3.25 as a-et 4-90 o$ U. &tar y ~ . ~ s & s  put tugether) and more h c t -  

Rau, me he&8-alass Ucmfigruation of a *1Uage in lnrny w ~ p  deter- 
. . 

&es tb. L.qpbbg strength of the labourera v i s -~- l s  land~wnars, a& 

the f.otot i s  eru(lie~, h deteirmining the p o s ~ i ~ ~ t y  of organiiatioa 

of sgri&tuml labourers, 

pa& the a e  of a & ~  . 

r . : '  saw cas+,e+lass configurntion, the &QQ of atfaohmat was at 

-me f r-  md, r .n :  all uera padipls, &hama in other irillags h. t ,x d?.lr 



f o r  a t t n c t d  labolirnrs- are  alwayCs tank irrigated and therefore. 
. . the$. 

where tank i r r i g t i p n  is  &cortnin,/beconit - '-unviable. Again, &en where 
.P i' 

both types of attachi.ent .. .. &st a, the pmpd%on of padials is more 
, " '  

i n  villagas where only one harvest i s  tank ih iga ted ,  than i n  thoae 

in. v i l l a q e s  with two tank -irri@tet! hanrests. 

of a single caste. 

Between Appur, Perin Irumbedu &. ihyammplatil ( a l l  K2) fo r  example, 

the  proportion of a,g&cdtural labourers am .86, -56 and .M m C  propor- 
. . 

t ion of cult imted ar& ficld..by . . .  large - l o r d m e r s ,  .SO, .20 a d  .75 rcs- 

l oweb t  wagas are found i n  Poondi where concent.ra5ion of k ~ d  i s  highest, 

and highest wagas' in SmbaWcam where concantmtion is  lowest. PemmW-a!;, 

which has the hi5hest proportion of attachod kbourers of these four, 

i s  second highost i n  both concantration of land and proportion of. cqi -  

cultural labourers; ( i t  i s  the only one where both these a m  high sioul- 
. . 

taneously). Between Voyalw, and PuduppaWlam, OtfivaWren: an2 Siruiamr 

(all K ~ )  the first of thew has a larger pnoportion of aq15culturol 

labo~ers mcl - lower wages, k m  the  other three. 



mtions cull thus, be c ~ f l n i ~ ~ e d  to some artkt by e d a t i o n s  ' in irr igat ian,  

proportior. of a&culttm?. labur&:; .@ concentmtion of land. However, 
1 

the inpzct of ~r.abe-1 conclitiorw af pmdwtion 'in modifying the mle 

of caste could not be ~~hrply brought out, pgrhaps'becmse the intor- 

v i l l ago  variztions i n  rntersial conditions of production were very limited. 

It would 50 reasonable to. q e c t  that the nature and. extent cf the impo- 

rtant& of caste wod6' vary grarrtl y frpm conditions in  %hgleput a 

re'don w i t h '  very biffemnt corditiona of rai&,U., qxdity of soil, 

i n l g c & d  area, tjipe cf cmpa an& degree of concontzntion of land and 

proportion of a g r i c u l W  ,labourers. 

IV 

~b i n t e r - ~ g e  cmpcrisons of 

i n  tenns of their reflection on tenns and conditions of work, wage 

levels ctc.  are not sufficimt. bjj thomsolves, since --a Micators 

m y  be hflu8nced.by nudon factQrs othl r  than bargaining atmngtl l  . -  

(which we 3ajr not h v e  caputreh i n  the economic nriahlep choaea. ty  w j. 
4 

We therefore sought +a s&sktrtiate our f i n c i i q y  with an account of t9b 

way i n  which btlrganing s t m g t h  02 Labourers aided o r  dubrred z 

pmcoss of struggle h villagos of ciil'ferent c a s t g k l a n o  configumMunn. 
. . 

The struggle i n  the five -ages dloson f o r  intensive stay are des- 

cribed i n  this section. 

Though crrste-conociousne ss demonstrates n xwilimt c.rd ~ o n t k ~ w d  

influence on the mrdi economy, this does not m e a n  thtrt castes c o e x i s t  

. . 
nature of their relationship. ':'hero are a ia~yrc number of iriste.nces 

of c o m i c t s  &g mates. ancover, class atngcnisms oft& get 

expressed ,in tho f o m  of C C I S ~ ~ C  conflicts. Tbis 13 tho  cioe when there 



i s  con&ua~co betwoen caste . . and chss  divisions. The case where there 

are caste divisions ;jmong..hbourom with onc of, the castes being uolf9tb. 

chb le s  works to  the graat disadtmntage of t k  labouring class. Thus 

caste divisions influeme $30 - fom of c h s a  conflicts. 

A l l  th! panlynns intenrierwod felt that is was not fair that 

iittachcd labour was assaciated with thoir caste. Thay were very emphauc 

i n  8ttzti.n~ tkmt they do not favour attached hbour, and would nover 

entor into  it u n l o ~ s  oo&elled by verg adverse dconomic conditions. 

To be qn attrzched laboukr meant doing ikhai-volai" - slave-labour. 

hboursra  f&t  t h C  gotting'orgmised as one class gmup across 

c2ates wo3 impossible. The p r a i y a n s  f el%, "that w i l l  . . never be. &er: 
I 

i f  t i i y  (the other-castes) don't  hsm gruel for the next  meal, they 

wiU n m r  join with us." As far sa ~ n b o m r s  of 'othez crrstoo wore . 
concernoc'r , orgrznia* .-@ns t their own l'p.n@isff (13nsman ). was sha:mef\il, 

it did onc no good to ,be jwloue of 'one' R bmthrf  o good fortune. 



All tha 'same, tho labourers felt tbat their wagos were not fair; 

their n ~ t i o n  of fair wagos varied depending on w h a t  they about 

other p l ~ c e s ;  tenns for attachod labour were - consickmd sctvldalow, 
. . 

though where semi<ttached labour was concerned, the opinion8 d i f f o ~ e d  - 
some E d t  tha t  'the tenns were alright, o t ~ t e r s , ' ~ ~ t  67% of pmduce to 

labourers 'ds fairer share. 

Every v i e  had a his4;cry of struggles betwoen the +ai~rans of' 
' . 

.tho &.ori. and t h e  yy pmple , the ofigins and consequences of which seem 

to  be re-hted .t;o the caste-clcss configuration of the vil lage. 

Atritrjikkerai (5)  is'an arcanplo af a village whem'all harijsns 

are l d w r ~ r s  but lakourers are cut across caste lines, thore..being 

usprr costae l a b o m  as well.. Thirty f y y e  ago it was o. aminhri 

':'he dissatisfied praiyculs of Autinj.i.kkarai soon @ad notofiaty 3.s 
I 

tro;lble 'rakers -but things &me to a head four years'ngo. Some pmignns 

vho lmd bm doing koattupayir for twe~ty-f ive years or  so wrote a 

petiticm the Collector 'of Chingleput d-ding *t tho h n d  i n  their 

possessiofi be sottJ.ed in  their acmes according k the tamncy mforns. 

'!his decision' had bean mdc i n  their cants pnchayat, and s?tion kken 

by th i r  lwders. The landownars retxLLbM Ey tomimtihg rz_g:- ot~;achtA. 

a d  sad-attached labour contracts, nzld minimis& their ma-mi labow 

eD$loymont by relying as f ~r a 8 -possible 'on Ic?jcurers f ron the ad Wfen 

c W n g  in  =or caste ~nbourers frm the TI& .vU.lrigu. 



nw; the -na'raiyans make a second move to ensure n moans of livelihood. 

before the formalities were complg ted, the a f f w t e d  lan-era of the 

made claims thm- the village imdf (one of t h e m )  that occo*w 

entered as unclaimed during a resum& due jio,..the oversight of tho 

revmuo inspector% cajoled landowners to make at lose 7 acres of land 

the possibili?ty of joining lunds w i t h .  paraiyans to d m  higher wages* 

kddys f o m d  one cohesive mit ond,'kept wages under cbntml. A 

Nd&or labourer described how a lsndcimor who had paid higher wag- 

to onsuru sufficient laboq was find' by fhe caste panchayat. 



, C a m i p u ~  labourem &uld i n  no s a d  identify thsnsolves with 

lcbourors of the q p e r  casto ' i n s p i t e  of tho. difficulties in persemo.cbg, 

~5th 421ccir a t q l o  bacau8e of their  al l  r u U b e ~ .  They fat they 

were better off this way, though strug&ing'*, make ords m&t, since 

they wars no one' s d.a~oa and can stand up fo r  their rights. 

t/mi hiia one' m. jor advantage over hnin jikkami,. Though here 

a s o  ',m hbur9rs aFa divided acrdrss . casto lines b r i  jcns 'lani!ownors 

also F-e s t  . R ~ r t b r ,  on0 of the divisioris of labourers, 

the Noicrcrs, works irithin tho mne %st6 the . 

. 
fmm Fk.4 to b . 5  as n r e a t  of d a w d s  of workers threateningria stop 

ktaurers had vehameatly opposed intmduction of piece -8 

for plucking seedlings, and daumded(a& ;on)thnt v&es be raised f r a m  

Fia.4 to b . 5  and ti~ne.rates be retained, 'We cannot work at that madden- 

niry pacen thoy s a i d  when we asked why they hnd opposed piece mtes, 

and whan we pins out that labourers in other villages could, gave 



-- ---- retort, % m y  put up with it. kk'wonrt." 

village hce evidenced drruaatic palitica~. c u e s  in the last 

years. The ., c o l o n i d  wem abie to put up 'their d i d &  for panchaynt 

a l o c C i o ~ ,  W?IO defeated a Yldaliar who had halcl power for very lory. 

The m m a i  colony naw has pucca houws b u i l t  by the lhrljan !Jdfare 

~epartment, a ochool, mad m x ~  h q t r i c i t y  comecdone. ~ u t  the p=miym 

labour- and landowners. ' The labourers resmt thr, lack of wncern of 

thair lnrded kFnsmen in putting forth demdrs far Iwld to tho govomsrsnt, 



paraiyans ara  nainly agricultural labourers but tho leacl131*&i~> i s  in 

the hmds of %he bettor-off paraiynns who are %ore i:~te=std in secu- 

ring the concessio~s &d benefits offarod to  the mid.dlrt  class hmijms 

by the Goverrmient. '1t must be mentioned elat no attempts !n-rs ever bocxi 

made by the  leadership . . 
f o r  land distflbution o r  implementation of fu in inu3 

wages, while it k s  fought tooth and n a i l  over issys Like &rifting 

tho post 'office from the ur - t o  the, colony, and diverting a bus mute 

t o  Madras via their village! 

In A n ; m p r a m  the atmosphere is  differunt. T h i s  io a v i l l a ~ e  

whero &re i s  congruence of cast* and &as divisions (K1). It was 

weeding and tmap lan t ing  season when we wore doing our survoy, rail on 

one of the plots  tho women had refused to work unless the nmbcr enployrd 

per qmrter k d  (33 cents ) was increased from five t o  six; al.1 051ors 

followed suit and since *ore was no .time t o  lose,. tho hnclarner imd no 6 ;:tion 

but t o  nt;rcs. 

The labourers of nnulgunllam are a31 Prtrrriyons and the cast6 is itself' 

undivided dong  c lass  linos. This complato ccrngruence of caste end c h s s  

has ambled the  workers t o  became p o w e m  bargainers, Decisions on e 

s t r ike  t o  incmise wages are mads i& the caste pinchayat ana .intimntd 

through the  labour ~3cruiters. The labourers had gone on a st15ko bfo 

ycaro back and rrised wagf3s fmm 33.3 and 3 aeasures f o r  wen and hs.1.50 end . . 
2 meesures f o r  wormn t o  28.4 and 4 measures fo r  men end Es.2 and 3 measwes 

fo r  women. T h q  intended t o  h.ve a f urthr riso this par; 5 znd 4 

neasuras for imn and women resptjctively, d. F.s.2.50 ca& wages fo r  

wonen. 



Piece WP?TJC)B prevailed fo r  plucking s a d l k q p ,  but t2u hbourors 

had t ho i r  arn way at showing their disappmval of it- the bundles 

of s e d l i r q o  mdo by them had a good proportion of m s s  in it, and 

ao they finielmd work much fnstor  m d  l e f t  tho f i e l d s  earlier. In course 

of timo & i d  could compel the landamere to aritch to t i m e  in&. 

h r h g  the p r o v i o ~  yoar's Strmba harvest the biggas; IWdu landowner 

decided t o  make a shnr of strength and bmught labourers f- MA- 
budur nearly 60 h a .  away, f o r  f i ve  days. He had to p y  high wagoa and 

foot their transport aosts, He learnt his loason when d e  the 

Navarai seam Inbourors boycotted hie fielh, and hie c o d ?  not bring 

labourera from outside since the work load was not high onouCfh to mke 

tb pmposition economical. 

According to a Naidu W o A e r ,  tlie praiyanrs had constmtly 

stlived t o  inprove t o m  of work. mr l io r , tha  aemhttuchcd Inbaur~rs 

had t o  pay a fixed quantity of g d n  frrm. the ir  crlI.otmcnt., ~.moun+&\~ 

ofton t o  the o n t i n  produce net  of cul t imt ing costs ir, +he %mmi 

soason. The lplbaurers &used t o  pay up, and tonuhation GI) the 

contrnct pmvd useless because tho now a l l ~ t t a e  Gid tho smo. Now t h r ?  

tho labourere were strong and mitod. They p a t  this clown to thir 
J C g e  lalour. 

monopoly f o r  wage employment since Naidus thcmsalvcs ncvar did i  ;;Only 

where there aro Nickers  who do not mind dirtying thalr hmd8 in. tho 

S o i l  . .do the  Pamiyam behave' themselves. 2a a t tmpt  to o - y ~ d s o  

the landowners under a 'Vyvasayigal San,@mt lmd fa-i-locl, ohce  ''orrch 

person Was orrly interested in getting his own work dono, r~d' Gic. :lot 



want to  enter irrto controversies with the .labomrs. " 

The scenario i n  Vogalur (Kg) whge a l l  the labourers are harijans, 
is rather co~nplex. 

but harijans themselves are diffemtiatedk The Muddicrs  of lroyalur who 

control d y  is rather complex @$ of jhe Ian2 (when compared to 728 

L N n m  -dm) wield enormous poveG. They anploy a l l  but one of 

the padials and all the semi-attached labourers, and terms f o r  padials 

are tha ,womt of all villages. The padial's wife 5s requipd to do 

free agricultural work besides attending t o  all domestic chams. When 

compared to -Fam ;hi& has Rimilar p m k t i o n  conditions, condi- 

t i o n ~  are sumly worse. Wages are the saIt&jn both villages, but the 

ers are This is inspite of the fact  thzt all' a g r i c u l t m l  labour, 
axaiyms -, 

pamiyam rind ?me of f about swim 04 eight ocks ,  and a m e r r  

are tenants of an absentee lardlord and therefore relatively Wepen- 

dent. One reason fo r  the existhg atate of affairs is the total ibe??ti- ' 

fication of the paraiyan landawners of Voyalur w i t h  the E:Wa3iar 

l a n d o ~ i n t e m s t ' s .  A p a m i y a n  landownerowningabout 8 acres of. 

land w a s  made the panchayat president, only t o  find hin j o i n i n g  hands 

with the Muddiar landowner whose place he had won. No wage struggles 

are encoumged by him d ,rcis clique, and Voyalur has la& witnmsed 

miy st-e i n  recent years. 

Because of a-milability of work in the westom parts of the ta luk 
,by casual h k q e r s  

near .Madras, dgmtidd1-zring krvest oeason has became a practice in a 

recent years. - mges within the village have subi 

sequently hem As& by tithe smdler landowners, but with the Mtdaliars 

there hzs been :lo question of a rise; they have even stopped giving 3.8 



midday gruel.. Their hegemony is perhqs strm@b.ei~ai by the fact that 

when compared to their counterparts ir- Hmanai, +,'tey lave greater C O S i e -  

ctions with the outside world. Some ol" them are &re-hiders and prt 

of the Bead of the Sugar Coloperntive in Nadursnth.karn, md are also 

part of Naidub Vymsaigal Sangham. Strong political connections &.so 

seem t o  -st - one of *em i s  the District Presidmt of the I;lon(s Club. 

The rest of the village has ta depend on +hem for infonmtio?~ and 

- recoPrmenda.tion to officials for any transaction and those who do not, are 

usually %ken care of" - their worjc never gets dona. 

Kilur is unique i n  seveW respects - it. ims an increrlibls percen- 

tage of landless agxicultuxal hbourera (75),  mulat ion  pressure on 1.ar.3 

i s  highest of the five dUagea a d  it has a sivle lcndwner owni.? 33; 

of the village% land. 

Though nearly a l l  agx5cultural labourers are parniyans anc! sone 

of them owned land (type 5 )  (contmuing 2'7% of the village1 s land) 

tho above chancterirtica have made conditions in Kilur very d i f f i c d t .  

Nearly 23% af paraiyan labourers are swasis, and n fiMrer 6% semi- 

attached, all.&plojwd by the single largo Naidu landowner. The wages 

paid by 0th-s are conpareble to tho other villages, but the IJaidu -pid 

wages for d l  operations, s uniforn 3 mensures for mn anil 

1Q measures for women. 



A recent st r ike  i n  Wur wes over work intensthy for 3arpastjnE: - 
10 women . a d  5 men per acre are usually mnplo;ved sad the wqge b i 1 i . i ~  

fixed acco-ly. It was being d-hd tht 12 wonen and 6 inen per 

acre be made the norn, and some landowners hcd slscady cor~plied with it. 

to  identif'y thenselves with the 3W.J-u l&dwnar. They most often . ' 

exchange labour for each other and i n  peak seasons emplo$ own caste -a 

for  higher wagea. They are n8eCTl.y a l l  landowners of first, gemration 

havtng acquired p t t a s  of pornbake land inspits of attempts by *g 

members to idwart the m e .  They do not 'have the experience of ideqti- 

f ication w i t h  the status p like the landowners of Vow1W. 
. 

~oncerted struggles k v e  theafore been n possibility i n  Kilcr, 
mla tivdy 

and though a congloneration of factors have mde tho labourerg/vulnem-. 

blc, the s t q g l e  continues. 

Conclusian: The study Shgws hepnd doubt that caste e~tares 

almost all amngcaents of worIr made between lpmlovners and labourers, 

and that the effectiveness of csste in t i l t ing  tile Salance of fomes 

behem them one w z y  cr the other, i s  influence6 53. We underlyinC; 

ca ste-clnss configuration. 

. It shoad be noted that use of mete fector i s  mDde by formurs 

who nro highly eltrqrencm%d. a d  profitcoriented. What 5hey seem 

to ba 6oim is to  ahd.ta-~eously use modem techniques of production 

and , r b i t i v o  fom3 of exploitation gf labour l ike attachment of 



even venture to  suggest that byf ac i l i t r t i r?  tha  extmction of a 

large surplus, they have aided tho grocoss. 

Although the foms being mp1oyed are simiJ.~r 4x1. "J-toso Q.et 

existed in an earlier and differenk historical conta*, the fact &At 

those employing these forms are not Irsr~ilod3 01- matiera p ~ e l y  

produzing for consumption by itself suggests *+, theso foms have 

a totnll$ n* and dfifferent sigrcificance now; t h t  is, the reasons 

for azld implications of their existence are different. 

Finally, r. crucial element in the i!gr.dcs of the p~eser.t 

situation soens to be tho s t q g l a o  waged bj the agricultsrd Lbour- 

ers. The overthrow of the prmiiling bartnrlc foms seals 't.c F i q c  

on %ha outcome ofsthese strug&s.' 





The cast,qlcXi 3s corLfi ,~r~ tions, I$, . . . . . . . . . . . . %, ep!lereted 

were the fol lowiq : 

r2 
: Agrict~ltur"2. labourers are both s c ~ d u l d  caste md utbr 

castes;  
*hoducLed castes ore all ag'ricultural L.bourer8. 

K3: ~~&ctil .t&l h b o u r ~ - ~  ( L T ~  a* scheduled castes (other castes 
aro 0r-l~ landowners ) 
Scheduled casto are qg5culturd. labourers and small landowners 
(wning less than 7.9 acMs'Of land). 

K1,: Agricultural kbowai% are schdulod motes end other castes. 
SchcZuldd ccsta are a,@id&urnl labourers cnr? smll landomsrs. 

K5: Agricultural loboumrs ore ZU. schduled casto. 
' 

Scl~cduled caste aro. agricultural labourers, SL& bdownt.rs 
and big Inndowners (cwnixg p t w r  t!r> 7.5 scrd of land). 

: *-edulad casto arc agric-jltunrl L30ur2r3, er~r.211 landm ors , 
, ond big Lmdo;mors. 
Tharo &st no other caste., 
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